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TCF Trip: February 2015 

}For photos from the initial October 2014 trip, please click 
here.  

}For photos/blogs from the December 2014 trip, please 
click here.  

}For answers to frequently asked questions, please click 
here.  

}For the January 2015 update on TCF, please click here.  

 

https://globalengage.org/content/CS_Middle_East_Trip.pdf
https://globalengage.org/blog/post/The-Colonnade-Hope-Hearkening
https://globalengage.org/news-media/press-release/the-cradle-of-christianity-fund-frequently-asked-questions
https://globalengage.org/news-media/press-release/an-update-on-the-cradle-fund
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   www.cradlefund.org  

Shaqlawa, north of Erbil: Vivien and her husband, Ziad, live in this homemade hut 
against the retaining wall of a parking lot...with their four kids, ages 4-13...they walked 
for 10 hours to escape ISIS... 
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Shaqlawa, north of Erbil: The Cradle Fund in partnership with 
Assyrian Aid Society distributes much needed kerosene... 
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Imad, a Mosul bus driver, 

decided to take as many as 

he could when ISIS came, 

filling his bus...now he lives 

in it with his family, 

neighbors to Vivien and 

Ziad in the same Shaqlawa 

parking lot...with Mona 

Malik, from Assyrian Aid... 
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Diyana, 40 miles from the Iranian border, 
distributing food with Assyrian Aid...25 people 
sleep in this one room...in another room, Feraz 
and his wife, Anwar, offer me lunch with their kids: 
Joseph, Abraham and Aiyou...Feraz and his four 
brothers (and their families) all fled Bashika 
together, ending up in 5 different towns...another 
man, not pictured, told us that when ISIS told him 
to convert, he said: "you can cut our throats but 
our God is stronger than the sword." 
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In Ozeal City, another 
place that the macro 
relief/development 
community has not 
reached...850 Christian 
families, 250 Muslim 
families and 150 Yezidi 
families live here...rent 
is $500/month in this 
abandoned 
development that now 
has much mold...many 
families live together, 
paying $100 each...27 
people from five 
families live in below 
room, as UN tarp looks 
in from the outside... 
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} The Yazidi man, Khalil, invited us into his 
home, an abandoned, unfinished 
concrete 3 room place, with only one 
room heated for the 14 members of his 
family. There we met "Biwar," a 7 month 
old baby born prematurely. Biwar 
means homeless in Yezidi. We also met 
Khalil's wife, Layla, who saw her older 
brother gunned down by ISIS as they 
fled to Mt. Sinjar. We also met Khalil's 
mother who left the room crying: 
"There is no rest, no food, no hope, no 
life." Yezidi women they know escaped 
an ISIS rape camp. They were raped nine 
to twelve times a night. And then sold 
for $5 dollars or traded for a phone card 
with remaining minutes on it. 


